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A GUIDE TO THE WAR OF 1812

The Library of Congress Web Guides: http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/1812/

Wonderful Websites

The Story of the Star-Spangled Banner 
http://www.americanhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/

Use this Website to answer questions like:

Who made the flag? 
What war was going on when the flag was made? 
Who wrote the song The Star-Spangled Banner? 

When was the flag made? 
Where did the flag fly? 
Why is the flag important?

The War of 1812 
www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/thewarof1812.htm 
http://www.americanhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/the-war-of-1812.aspx

Use these Web sites to answer questions like:

Who fought in the War? Why did they fight this War?

Mary Pickersgill and the Making of the Flag 
www.americanflagfoundation.org/_media/pdf/educationalresources/historicalbios/ 
http://www.americanhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/making-the-flag.aspx

Use these Web sites to answer questions like:

Why did Mary Pickersgill make the flag? 
What did the flag look like?

How was the flag made? 

Fort McHenry and the Battle of Baltimore 
www.nps.gov/fomc 
http://library.thinkquest.org/22916/baltim.html

Use these Web sites to answer questions like:

What happened at the Battle of Baltimore? Where is Fort McHenry?

Francis Scott Key 
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/symbols/anthem.html

Use this Web site to answer questions like:

Who was Francis Scott Key? Why is he important to the story?
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What happened to the Star-Spangled Banner after the Battle of Baltimore? 
http://americanhistory.si.edu/news/pressrelease.cfm?key=29&newskey=346 
http://www.americanhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/family-keepsake.aspx

Use these Web sites to answer questions like:

What happened to the flag after the War of 1812? How did it get to the Smithsonian Institution?

ON-LINE LESSONS FOR THE EDUCATOR
Baltimore History War of 1812 Lesson Plan Inventory 
http://www.nps.gov/stsp/forteachers/upload/LP%20Inventory%2017%20Dec%2009.doc

The Dolley Madison Project: The Washington Years 
http://www2.vcdh.virginia.edu/madison/overview/wash.html

The Lester S. Levy Collection of Sheet Music 
http://levysheetmusic.mse.jhu.edu/index.html

Maryland Historical Society 
www.mdhs.org

Maryland with Pride 
http://www.pride2.org/NewPrideSite/MD/Lesson10/Lesson10_1.html

National Museum of American History 
www.americanhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner

Read, Write, and Think 
http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/timeline

Star-Spangled 200 
http://starspangled200.org/Resources/Pages/ForTeachers.aspx

The Star-Spangled  Banner Song Collection 
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.100000006/default.html

Thinkfinity.org 
www.thinkfinity.org

Treasures of Congress 
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/treasures_of_congress/page_8.html

The War of 1812: American Military History Army Historical Series 
http://www.history.army.mil/books/AMH/AMH-06.htm
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FABULOUS FIELD TRIPS

The Flag House and Star-Spangled Banner Museum 
At the Star-Spangled Banner Flag House, you’ll find something quite rare: A fun-filled, interactive 
experience where you and your entire family will become part of one of the most important stories of 
our nation’s history– the sewing of the flag that inspired our National Anthem.

Teachers can expand their students’ experience by selecting from a menu of specially-designed tours 
and activities. We also offer discounted admission to groups, making it possible for more people to take 
part in the story.

http://www.flaghouse.org/

Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine
Birthplace of the National Anthem

O say can you see, by the dawns early light, a large red, white and blue banner? Whose broad stripes 
and bright stars… were so gallantly streaming! over the star-shaped Fort McHenry during the Battle 
of Baltimore, September 13-14, 1814. The valiant defense of the fort inspired Francis Scott Key to write 
The Star-Spangled Banner.

An introductory film welcomes visitors to the site of a War of 1812 battle that gave birth to our National 
Anthem. Tours may need to be scheduled up to 6 months in advance. 

http://www.nps.gov/fomc/

Friends of Patterson Park
The Friends of Patterson Park is a non-profit membership organization formed in 1998 to promote, 
protect and advocate for our treasured common ground so that it can be enjoyed for generations to come. 

http://pattersonpark.com

Maryland Historical Society
Enrich your students’ study of history with a visit to the Maryland Historical Society. Interactive tours, 
led by trained museum teachers, focus on specific objects in the collection. All tours are designed to 
address the Maryland State Social Studies curriculum. 

http://www.mdhs.org/

Pride of Baltimore II
Climb aboard Maryland’s Pride for an exciting learning adventure. Pride of Baltimore II can take you to 
far off places like China and Scandinavia, or to interesting places right around the corner in Maryland. 

http://www.pride2.org/education/index.php
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Star-Spangled Banner National Historic Trail
The bicentennial of the War of 1812, from 1812-1815, provides an important opportunity to educate 
the K-12 audience about the Chesapeake region’s role in this pivotal moment in American history. The 
National Historic Trail will continue the legacy of the bicentennial for years to come through ongoing 
implementation of Trail projects and programs.

http://www.nps.gov/stsp/

USS Constellation
Historic Ships in Baltimore is pleased to offer a compelling menu of educational programming, ranging 
from half- day experiences to overnight adventures. 

Many programs are aligned with the outcome indicators described in the Maryland Voluntary State 
Curriculum. Assessment tools are also available for some programs. 

http://www.historicships.org/available_programs.html



64 THE DEFENSE OF A NATION: Maryland’s Role in the War of 1812

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Children’s Books
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell, The Flag Maker, Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston 2004

Beyer, Mark. The War of 1812: The New American Nation Goes to War with England. New York : Rosen Pub. Group, 2004

Bozonelis, Helen K. Primary Source Accounts of the War of 1812. Berkeley Heights, NJ : MyReportLinks.com Books, c2006

Childress, Diana. The War of 1812: Chronicle of America’s Wars. Minneapolis : Lerner, c2004

Jones, Rebecca C. The Biggest and Best Flag That Ever Flew. Centreville, MD: Tidewater Publishers, c1988

Figley, Marty R. Washington is Burning. Minneapolis : Millbrook Press, c2006

Maynard, Charles W., Fort McHenry;  Famous Fort throughout American History, Rosen Publishing Group,  2002

Nardo, Don. The War of 1812: History World Series. San Diego, CA : Lucent Books, 2000

Penland, Timothy, The Night Before Francis Wrote a New Song, Dawson Media, 2010

Raatma, Lucia. We the People: The War of 1812. Minneapolis, Minn. : Compass Point Books, c2005

Sheads, Scott. The Rockets’ Red Glare. Centreville, MD: Tidewater Publishers, c1986

Speir, Peter. The Star-Spangled Banner. New York, 1973 

Stefoff, Rebecca. The War of 1812. New York : Benchmark Books, c2001.

Adult Books
Adams, Henry. History of the United States during the Administrations of James Madison (1891; Library of America ed. 1986). classic 
American narrative; Garry Wills, Henry Adams and the Making of America (2005) is a close reading of Adams’s history

Benn, Carl. The War of 1812 online version; Oxford, UK 2002 (ISBN 41764663), short overview

Berton, Pierre; The Invasion of Canada: 1812-1813 (1980). ISBN 0-7710-1244-6; Flames Across the Border: 1813-1814 (1981).  
ISBN 0-7710-1235-7 popular Canadian narrative

Borneman, Walter R. 1812: The War That Forged a Nation (2004), popular

Eshelman, Ralph, Scott Sheads and Donald Hickey, The War of 1812 in the Chesapeake:  A Reference Guide to Historic Sites in 
Maryland, Virginia and the District of Columbia, Johns Hopkins University Press, 2010

George, Christopher, Terror on the Chesapeake:  The War of 1812 on the Bay. White Mane Books, 2000

Heidler, Donald & Jeanne T. Heidler (eds) Encyclopedia of the War of 1812 (2nd ed 2004) 636pp; most comprehensive guide; 500 
entries by 70 scholars from several countries

Hickey, Donald R. Don’t Give Up the Ship! Myths of the War of 1812. (2006) ISBN 0-252-03179-2

Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. ISBN 0-252-06059-8 (1990), standard scholarly history

Hitsman, J. M. The Incredible War of 1812 (1965), survey by Canadian scholar

Langguth, A. J. Union 1812: The Americans Who Fought the Second War of Independence (2006) 495pp, popular history

Latimer, Jon, 1812: War with America (Harvard, 2007). A scholarly British perspective ISBN 0-674-02584-9

O’Connell, Frank A. and Coyle, Wilbur F. National Star-Spangled  Banner Centennial (1914). http://www.archive.org/stream/
nationalstarspan02nati#page/n9/mode/2up

Suthren, Victor. The War of 1812 (1999). ISBN 0-7710-8317-3

Zuehlke, Mark. For Honour’s Sake: The War of 1812 and the Brokering of an Uneasy Peace. (2007) ISBN 0-676-97705-7



Movies on the War of 1812  65

MOVIES ON THE WAR OF 1812
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